
My inbox has been overflowing lately with pronouncements 
and press releases from different alphabet soup organiza-
tions about disclosures and policies related to medication 
and horse racing. I think everyone knows this is happening 
because of a simple four-letter word: PETA.

Most of the noise from these industry organizations sounds 
like this: “Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.”

Then along came something completely different.

Last Wednesday, The Stronach Group sent out a message 
from its founder, Frank Stronach, outlining its position on 
medication and integrity issues. There were a few state-
ments echoing what other groups have been saying about 
getting all of racing’s state regulatory bodies on the same 
page and approving a National Uniform Medication Pro-
gram. Like Dinny Phipps of The Jockey Club did a couple 
weeks earlier, Stronach set a deadline for states to get 
behind this policy, after which his lobbyists would push for 
federal legislation to establish national medication rules.

But what got people’s attention were the “house rules” 
Stronach and his management plan to employ at Gulf-
stream Park, Santa Anita Park, Laurel and Pimlico, and 
other Stronach Group tracks.

At the top of the list of those new rules is the creation of an 
on-track pharmacy from which all medications for horses 
at the track would be prescribed. Accompanying that rule 
is one that prohibits the possession of any medication that 
is not prescribed for a horse’s therapeutic treatment pro-
gram. 

Putting the House in Order
By Ray Paulick

SPECIALApril 21, 2014                                    www.PaulickReport.com 

Other proposed rules: Ship-ins will be drug tested automati-
cally; all horses must be made available for out-of-competi-
tion testing; racetrack management must have access to 
veterinary records on request; and spot inspections will be 
instituted for veterinarians and anyone with access to a 
horse at the Stronach-owned tracks.

These are potentially game-changing rules that will either 
reduce cheating or eliminate the perception that cheating 
is going on. They won’t, however, be easy to implement.

Veterinarians and horsemen’s organizations began ques-
tioning the feasibility of such a wide-ranging program al-
most immediately. “The devil is in the details” was a fre-
quently repeated phrase. “What if a horse gets sick in the 

ASK RAY

QUESTION:  What can you tell me about the new 
racetrack in south Marion County?

ANSWER:  The name of the facility (I refuse to 
call it a racetrack) is Oxford Downs, and it’s the latest dis-
graceful act by the Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering. It’s 
clear the owners only care about getting a card room and, 
some day, slots. How the Division approved a permit for 
this place is anyone’s guess. As Fielding Mellish said: “It’s a 
travesty of a mockery of a sham of a mockery of a travesty 
of two mockeries of a sham.”

Continued on Page 5
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Stallion Spotlight
Street Boss

By Frank Mitchell

PRS

Commercial interest at the sales of 2-year-olds in training 
is first determined by speed, then by physical appeal and 
conformation. With those criteria, it is no surprise that 
Darley stallion Street Boss has long been a favorite with 
sellers and buyers.

One such fine-looking beast lit up the board at the OBS 
March sale with a hammer price of $700,000. At the OBS 
April sale, six hips are cataloged by the stallion, and he is 
virtually certain to ring some bells, even if not such a big 
one as at Ocala’s premier sale. Of 
a half-dozen youngsters cataloged, 
Street Boss is represented by such 
interesting lots as Hip 530, a first 
foal out of the Touch Gold mare Reg-
gae Rose who earned $147,861 
without earning black type, and Hip 
996, also a first foal, out of the Vic-
tory Gallop mare Blue Sky Holiday, 
winner of the G3 British Columbia 
Oaks.

One of the keys to the appeal of 
Street Boss is size. He is a big and 
very good-looking son of ruggedly-
made stallion, Street Cry, although 
Street Boss is dominant for his own looks and physical 
type. As a yearling, Street Boss was a very good sales 
horse but did not become a prominent racehorse until he 
was 4. The brawny chestnut won the Grade 1 Triple Bend 
and Bing Crosby, as well as finishing third in the Breeders’ 
Cup Sprint.

As one of the stars of his sire’s first crop, Street Boss went 
to stud with looks, speed, and sire power behind him. He 
covered a large book of highly pedigreed mares his first 

year and got some great-looking foals, yearlings, and juve-
niles. They sold well but ran rather indifferently when they 
first hit the track.

His stats from all foals show that Street Boss has 54 per-
cent starters (135), 37 percent winners (91), and 3 per-
cent stakes winners (7) to date.

That has been a disappointment relative to the expecta-
tions of breeders and buyers, but overall, the demand for 

his sons and daughters has re-
mained solid. And for the special in-
dividuals, there are buyers aplenty.

The appeal of his stock will only be 
buoyed by the results of this year’s 
Triple Crown preps. In last week-
end’s G1 Arkansas Derby at Oak-
lawn Park, the lightly raced Street 
Boss colt Danza proved a convinc-
ing winner against competition that 
appeared strong enough to stand 
up well against the best colts on ei-
ther coast. 

Through the lines of form through 
fourth-place Tapiture, Danza comes out the superior of 
Hoppertunity (Any Given Saturday), winner of the Rebel 
Stakes at Oaklawn and second to California Chrome in the 
Santa Anita Derby.

Good looks and speed aren’t everything, not to mention 
the uncertainty of collateral lines of form among improving 
horses at different tracks, but if Danza wins the Kentucky 
Derby, wouldn’t that make his sire the ‘Boss’?
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Honor Roll
Reneesgotzip As Fast As They Come

By Scott Jagow

RANDOM FACTS
 by Ray Paulick

Twelve American Graded Stakes winners of 
2013 went through the auction ring of the 
OBS Spring Sale of 2-year-olds in training. Six 

of them sold for prices of less than $50,000 and the 
average price was $105,000, topped by $500,000 
purchase Delightful Mary.

(2009, chestnut mare, City Zip -- No Dress Code, by Dis-
torted Humor).  Consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales, agent, to 
2010 Fasig-Tipton October sale and purchased by Ricky 
Leppala, agent, for $3,500.  Consigned by Leppala to 
2011 OBS April and purchased by Lanni Family Trust/
Peter Miller, agent, for $45,000.

Reneesgotzip began her racing career with a very light load 
of expectations.  As a yearling, she sold for all of $3,500 
and even as a 2-year-old, for the modest sum of $45,000 
at OBS April.  But once in the barn of Peter Miller, the 
daughter of City Zip showed she was anything but a cheap 
horse.

“She’s as fast as any horse I’ve been around,” Miller said.

The filly wasted no time showing her speed.  In her debut 
at Hollywood Park in late 2011, Reneesgotzip blasted to 
the lead at 8-1 odds and was never threatened in a gate-
to-wire victory over six furlongs. The performance was 
impressive enough for Miller to skip the allowance ranks 
next out and put her in the Grade 2 Santa Ynez a month 
later.  Reneesgotzip responded, accelerating at the top of 

the stretch to dust her rivals by nearly eight lengths.  The 
$90,000 winner’s share was twice what her owners paid 
for her.

In the G1 Santa Anita Oaks that March, Reneesgotzip 
displayed another quality every horseman and racing fan 
appreciates.  She refused to back down late, only getting 
passed in the final stride to lose by a nose.

“She has a tremendous heart, a tremendous desire to 
win,” said Miller.  “She’s got the whole package.”

In a 13-race career, Reneesgotzip has finished first or sec-
ond 11 times and failed to hit the board only once.  Her 
resume includes a second and a third in the G1 Breeders’ 
Cup Turf Sprint, against males and two-time winner Mizdi-
rection.  To date, she’s earned $795,460.

Miller said Reneesgotzip is gearing up for her 5-year-old 
campaign, with one more shot at the Breeders’ Cup in her 
sights.
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PRS

What attracted you to the horse business?
I’ve had a lifetime passion for horses, having grown up 
around them. I thought about getting into polo or eventing, 
but at the age of 19 I chose racing. I thought it would be 
entertaining – and I was right. I became a licensed trainer 
in 1996 and was told I was the youngest licensed female 
trainer in North America.

And if you weren’t doing this?
I’d be lying on the beach! 

What’s the last thing you listened to on your iPod?
I don’t have an iPod. I’m not tech savvy.

OK, eight-track or cassette?
Vinyl.

So is technology your friend or enemy?
It’s not an enemy but I don’t want it to have too much con-
trol of my life. 

What’s the last thing you Googled?

“If you like it” and “you can keep it.” One of my clients, Green 
Smith, just named his two fillies that. If You Like It is headed 
to a stake next out!

Favorite racing movie?
Black Stallion, the greatest movie ever.

Do you have any guilty pleasures?
I love to downhill ski, but I barely have any opportunities to 
go. 

Have you had a defining moment in your career?
I’d say it’s the relationship with Jerry Hollendorfer because 
it has opened a lot of doors. It’s allowed the horses I select 
and buy to have a true 
opportunity at the top 
level. All the experience 
and hard work is pay-
ing off. 

Who’s your favorite 
horse?
Nonios was an amaz-
ing animal. If he didn’t 
get injured there’s no 
telling how good he 
could have been. He’s 
the type of horse you 
stick the general on and send him to the front lines of a 
battle. I bought him at OBS. Walking into the back ring he 
just stood out. We’ve had a great track record buying at 
this sale.

In an ideal world what problems would disappear?
In the horse business I’d solve the problem of whipping the 
babies in the breeze shows. In the world, I’d eliminate vio-
lence. People should be kinder to each other.

The lighter side of bloodstock agent and  
racing manager Christina Jelm

Back Ring

1st Three Crops:

23% SHs / Starters 
10% SWs / Foals

DAAHER
BRILLIANT G1 MILER  by Awesome Again

$5,000 LF 

MAMDOOHA, 3YO filly winner of three 
consecutive  stakes, including Aqueduct’s 
$100,000 Cicada S. and $100,000  
Ruthless S. for Shadwell Stable and  
trainer Kiaran McLaughlin.

OUR CARAVAN, 3YO colt dominated  
the Calder Derby by 9 3/4 lengths over   

highly-regarded Ring Weekend on April 5th  
for Anstu Stable and trainer Michael Dilger.

Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager   
 Inquiries to:  859-224-4585   
4600 Ft. Springs Road   Lexington, Kentucky    
www.shadwellfarm.com
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Equine Sales Co.
www.equinesalesofla.com

372 Harry Guilbeau Rd. • Opelousas, LA 70570 • (337) 678-3024

Also selling horses of racing age!

Look for Equine Sales Co. 
graduate VICAR’S IN TROUBLE 
in the Kentucky Derby!

DON’T MISS OUR FIRST 
2-YEAR-OLDS IN TRAINING SALE!
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Vicar’s in Trouble

AUCTION: MON., ApR. 28 AT 10 AM

BREEZE SHOW: SAT., ApR. 26 AT 10 AM

The Florida Thoroughbred breeding industry welcomed 
more than a dozen new sires to its ranks this year.  We 
highlight some of them here:

Brethren (Age 6): Half-brother to Kentucky Derby win-
ner Super Saver, won the Sam F. Davis Stakes at 3 and 
was multiple stakes placed. Son of Distorted Humor-Su-
percharger, by A.P. Indy, stands at Journeyman Stud for 
$6,000.

Corfu (Age 3): Record-breaking winner of the G2 Saratoga 
Special as a juvenile. Malibu Moon-Fashion Cat, by Forest 
Wildcat. Bridlewood Farm, $3,500.  

Currency Swap (Age 5): Debut winner by open lengths, 
won the G1 Hopeful Stakes in second start and the G2 Am-
sterdam Stakes at 3. High Cotton-Echo Bluff, by Pine Bluff.  
Woodford Thoroughbreds, $3,500.

Doctor Chit (Age 5): Stakes winner and graded stakes-
placed son of War Front, sire of 28 stakes winners. Out 
of the Yes It’s True mare, True Gritz. Hartley/DeRenzo, 
$6,000.

Poseidon’s Warrior (Age 6): Multiple stakes winner, in-
cluding G1 Vanderbilt Handicap over Preakness winner, 
Shackleford. Speightstown-Poised to Pounce, by Smarten. 
Pleasant Acres Stallions, $6,500.

Prospective (Age 5): Multiple graded stakes winner of 
$719,130, including G2 Tampa Bay Derby. Malibu Moon-
Spirited Away, by Awesome Again. Ocala Stud, $5,000.

Rattlesnake Bridge (Age 6): Stakes winner, multiple grad-
ed stakes-placed son of Tapit out of Cherokee Run mare, 
Prall Street. Hartley/De Renzo, $7,500.

Soldat (Age 6): Broke maiden in graded stakes at 2, won 
G2 Fountain of Youth at 3, placed in Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Turf. War Front-Le Relais, by Coronado’s Quest. Woodford 
Thoroughbreds, $5,000.

Treasure Beach (Age 6): By world’s leading sire, Galileo 
(IRE), campaigned in 7 countries, winner of G1 Secretari-
at Stakes. Out of Honorine (IRE), by Mark of Esteem (IRE). 
Pleasant Acres Stallions, $10,000.

Winslow Homer (Age 7): Winner of G3 Holy Bull, multiple 
graded stakes placed. Unbridled’s Song-Summer Raven, by 
Summer Squall. Journeyman Stud, $5,000.

Wrote (Age 5): Winner of G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf, 
son of 2-time Eclipse champion, G1 Epsom Derby winner 
High Chaparral. Out of Desert Classic (GB), by Green Des-
ert.  Northwest Stud, $4,000.

middle of the night and the track pharmacy is closed?” one 
trainer asked. “What if I’m treating an injured horse that 
I need to sedate immediately?” a vet asked. “I don’t have 
time to go fill out a prescription and wait for it to be filled.”

These are details to be worked out by an Equine Health 
and Safety Director, whose hiring will be a top priority for 
Stronach. 

House rules work. Racetracks are private property and 
their owners can establish reasonable rules. If someone 
doesn’t like those rules, they don’t have to race there. Sim-
ple as that.

State regulators have not done a good job. In Florida, over-
sight by the Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering is almost non-
existent, with house rules covering a wide swath of issues, 
including testing for total carbon dioxide (TCO2), or milk-
shakes. In Southern California, a prominent veterinarian re-
cently told me the only time a search of vet trucks is done 
is before the Breeders’ Cup. That’s a result of enhanced 
security by the Breeders’ Cup, not because the California 
Horse Racing Board is doing its job.

These inept regulators are ruining the sport. Frank Stron-
ach is taking action. Everything else is just talk. As he put it, 
“We owe it to the horses and the public as well as to all of 
the hard-working and honest horsemen in our industry to 
implement these measures.” PRS

New Blood: Florida Stallion  
Debuting in 2014

By Scott Jagow

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Five to Watch

Hip 1 (Bay filly by Broken Vow x Fair and Square, by Awe-
some Again): This daughter of Broken Vow is inbred to 
champion and classic winner Unbridled 2x3, with the sec-
ond dam being a full sister to champion Banshee Breeze. 
This filly showed good scope and extension in her work on 
the first breeze day at Ocala, getting a furlong in :10 3/5.

Hip 185 (Bay colt by Forestry x It’schemistrybaby, by 
Meadowlake): Good-looking colt is a half-brother to graded 
stakes winner Majestic City (by City Zip) and sold out of 
Keeneland September last year for $145,000. Bred in 
Kentucky by Trackside Farm and Tenlane Farm, this colt 
was the prized possession of the grooms at Trackside 
Farm, who earned themselves a major-league celebration 
with this colt’s sale. He breezed a furlong in a deceptively 
smooth :10 4/5 at the first day of breezing.

Hip 203 (Bay colt by Unbridled’s Song x Joke, by Phone 
Trick): This colt is a full brother to multiple G1 winner 
Zensational, who is now a sire at Hill ‘n’ Dale Farm in Ken-
tucky. Both were bred by the world-renowned Claiborne 

Farm, and this colt was an RNA for $50,000 at Keeneland 
September. Selling from the consignment of Harris Training 
Center, this colt worked a furlong in :10 3/5 and looked 
smooth and professional doing it.

Hip 433 (Bay colt by Smart Strike x Parris Hill, by A.P. 
Indy): This colt worked a quarter-mile in :21 4/5 but did 
it quite well, showing good extension and a smooth stride. 
He is by leading sire Smart Strike, and is out of a mare by 
classic winner and classic sire A.P. Indy. The dam is a half-
sister to multiple G1 winner Take Charge Lady and two oth-
er stakes winners. From the consignment of Eddie Woods.

Hip 563 (Bay filly by Harlan’s Holiday x Ruby Summer, by 
Mr. Greeley): Out of a Mr. Greeley mare who has produced 
three winners, this filly blazed a furlong in :9 4/5, one of the 
fastest times of the day. She looks very precocious and an 
easy horse to spot in a swift maiden. The dam is a half-sister 
to Vague, winner of the UAE 1,000 Guineas, and the next 
dam is Prix de Diane (French Oaks) winner Rescousse, who 
also produced four stakes winners. PRS

A look at the top OBS hips
By Frank Mitchell
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